
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
January 25, 2010 
 
Robin Ward, President 
Robin Dee Enterprises, Inc. 
767 W. McAuley Dr. 
West Memphis, AR 72301 
 
 
RE:  Hydraulic Fluid Spill – Jonesboro, AR 
 
AFIN:  N/A  NPDES Permit No.:  N/A 
 
 
Dear Mr. Ward: 
 
On December 30, 2009, I performed a complaint investigation near the intersection of W. Mathews 
and Walnut St. in Jonesboro, AR in accordance with the provisions of the Federal Clean Water Act, 
the Arkansas Water and Air Pollution Control Act, and the regulations promulgated thereunder. 
This investigation was in response to a complaint alleging a hydraulic oil spill from a piece of your 
equipment had not been properly cleaned or reported.  The following violations were revealed: 
 
Placing or cause to be placed any sewage, industrial waste, or other wastes in a location where 
it is likely to cause pollution of any waters of this state in violation of the Arkansas Water and 
Air Pollution Control Act - A.C.A. §8-4-217 (a)(2).  

In October 2009, while performing underground boring for CenterPoint Energy, a 
piece of equipment operated by your company had a mechanical failure releasing an 
unknown volume of hydraulic oil to the grass and curb/street in front of 814 Walnut 
St., Jonesboro, AR.  There was no immediate action taken to remediate the spill.  
Eventually, at the request of officials with CenterPoint Energy, absorbent was 
deployed, however the spent/contaminated material was never collected for proper 
disposal and was still visible at the time of my visit.  Additionally, contaminated soil 
was not removed until late December 2009.  

 
Failure to report this incident may have violated the Arkansas Hazardous and Toxic 
Materials Emergency Notification Act - A.C.A. §12-79.   
 
 
The above items require your immediate attention.  Please submit a written response to these 
findings to Cindy Garner, Water Division Enforcement Branch Manager, of this Department.  This 
response should be mailed to the address below.  This response should contain detailed 
documentation describing all corrective action taken as of the date of your response and any 
planned future corrective action.  This documentation should contain proof of proper disposal 
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for all removed materials (absorbents, soil, etc.)   Additionally, please provide documentation 
explaining how any future spills/releases will be managed.  This corrective action should be 
completed as soon as possible, and the written response is due by February 5, 2010. 
 
For additional information you may contact the Enforcement Branch by telephone at 501-682-0639 
or by fax at 501-682-0910. 
 
If I can be of any assistance, please contact me at walker@adeq.state.ar.us or 870-935-7221 ext.-12. 
 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Brent L. Walker 
District 3 Field Inspector   
Water Division 
 
 
cc:  Water Division Enforcement Branch 

Director’s Office - Emergency Response Section
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ADEQ - Water Division Spill/Incident Report 
ADEQ Incident #:  N/A NRC #:  N/A County:  Craighead 
 

Date and Time of Incident: 
Unknown exact date  
– Mid/Late October 2009 

Date & Time Reported: 
Afternoon of 12/30/2009 

 

Responsible Party:  (Name/Company, Address, Phone) 
Robin Ward/President 
Robin Dee Enterprises, Inc. 
767 W. McAuley Dr. 
West Memphis, AR 72301 
888-323-2366 

Reported by:  (Name/Company, Address, Phone) 
Tom Lackey 
1003 W Matthews Ave 
Jonesboro, AR 72401 
870-932-0767 

 

Location: 
Edge of grass/curb in front of 814 Walnut St., Jonesboro, AR 
 

Source: 
Highway  Rail  Pipeline  Fixed Facility  Air  Vessel   UST  Unknown  Other:  

Underground boring equipment failure_
 

Reported Cause: 
Transportation Accident  Operational Error  Equipment Failure  Natural Phenomenon  Dumping   
Unknown  Other:  _

 

Medium Affected: 
Within Facility Only  Air  Land  Groundwater  Water  (Name):  _Jonesboro MS4

 

List Materials and Volumes: 
Unknown volume of hydraulic fluid (reporting party estimates ~10 gallons) 
 

Brief Incident Description: 
Hydraulic line failed on boring machine resulting in release of hydraulic oil to edge of yard and 
curb/street. 
 

Damages: 
Injuries #:      Deaths #:      Property Damage >$50,000  Evacuations:  _

 

Corrective Action Taken: 
Unsatisfactory – None at time of incident; absorbent (kitty litter) deployed after several days; soil 
removed in late December after request by CenterPoint Energy  
 

Responding Agencies/Parties: 
ADEQ Water Division 
 

Additional Comments: 
Robin Dee Enterprises, Inc. was operating as a contractor for Centerpoint Energy at the time of the 
incident.  See the attached letter and complaint report for additional details. 
 

Inspector:  Brent L. Walker   Date:  January 15, 2010 
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Water Division NPDES Photographic Evidence Sheet 
Location: Robin Dee Enterprises, Inc. – Spill at Edge of grass/curb in front of 814 Walnut St., Jonesboro, AR 
Photographer: Brent Walker Witness: None 
Photo # 1 Of 2  Date: 12/30/2009 Time: 1122 
Description: Site of spill with contaminated soil removed. 

Photographer: Brent Walker Witness: None 
Photo #  2 Of 2  Date: 12/30/2009 Time: 1123 

Description: Site of spill with contaminated soil removed; remnants of contaminated absorbent at edge of 
street/curb. 
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WATER DIVISION NPDES COMPLAINT REPORT 

AFIN:  N/A GPS LOCATION:  N/A 
PERMIT#:  N/A 

DATE RECEIVED:  December 29, 2009 COUNTY:  Craighead 
COMPLAINANT NAME:  Tom Lackey COMPLAINT AGAINST:  Robin Ward/President/Robin Dee 

Enterprises, Inc. 
ADDRESS:  1003 W. Mathews, Jonesboro, AR 72401 ADDRESS:  767 W. McAuley Dr., West Memphis, AR 72301 
PHONE:  870-932-0767  Cell 870-273-8115 PHONE:  888-323-2366 

TRACKING & REFERRAL INFORMATION 

PERSON RECEIVING REPORT: 
Brent Walker 

DATE: 
12/29/2009 

SUPERVISOR REFERRAL: 
 

DATE: 
 

INSPECTOR REFERRAL: 
 

DATE: 
 

MEDIA SUPERVISOR REFERRAL: 
 

DATE: 
 

PHONE REFERRAL CONTACT: 
 

DATE: 
 

RECEIVING INSPECTOR: 
Brent Walker 

DATE: 
12/29/2009 

COMPLAINT RECEIVED BY:  PHONE  LETTER  VERBAL  INTERNET  EMAIL 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION 

Complainant stated that workers for the above referenced company failed to adequately cleanup a hydraulic oil spill that 
occurred in mid-late October 2009.  Complainant also alleges that a second similar spill on Warner St. was also not 
properly cleaned.   

LOCATION 

Edge of grass/curb in front of 814 Walnut St., Jonesboro, AR 
PREVIOUS COMPLAINT:  YES  NO   DATES:   

DISCHARGE TO STREAM:  YES  NO   NAME OF STREAM:   

INVESTIGATION 
INSPECTOR: 
Brent Walker 

DATE: 
December 30, 2009 

ACTION TAKEN:  Onsite Investigation PHOTOS TAKEN:  YES  NO 
On December 30, 2009, I met with the complainant at the above location.  I also spoke via telephone with Garreth James – 
Construction and Maintenance Supervisor for CenterPoint Energy – 870-897-3751 and Wayne Tillie – Operation Supervisor 
for CenterPoint Energy – 870-926-8016.  The following violation(s) were noted:   
 
Placing or cause to be placed any sewage, industrial waste, or other wastes in a location where it is likely to cause 
pollution of any waters of this state in violation of the Arkansas Water and Air Pollution Control Act - A.C.A. §8-4-217 (a)(2).   
In October 2009, while performing underground boring for CenterPoint Energy, a piece of equipment operated by Robin 
Dee Enterprises had a mechanical failure releasing an unknown volume of hydraulic oil to the grass and curb/street in front 
of 814 Walnut St., Jonesboro, AR.  There was no immediate action taken to remediate the spill.  Eventually, at the request 
of officials with CenterPoint Energy, absorbent was deployed however the spent/contaminated material was never 
collected for proper disposal and was still visible at the time of my visit.  Additionally, contaminated soil was not removed 
until late December 2009.  
 
Failure to report this incident may have violated the Arkansas Hazardous and Toxic Materials Emergency Notification Act - 
A.C.A. §12-79.   
 
A letter notifying Mr. Dee of the above violation(s) and requesting a detailed explanation of past and anticipated corrective 
action has been sent.   
FURTHER ACTION:  Referred to Enforcement 
The matter has been referred to the Enforcement Branch for their review and consideration.  Further action will depend on 
the responsible party’s response. 

SIGNATURE:    Brent L. Walker DATE:  January 15, 2010 
 



 
 
 
 
June 23, 2010    CERTIFIED MAIL 7002 0860 0007 6833 7838 
      Return Receipt Requested 
 
 
Robin Ward, President  
Robin Dee Enterprises, Inc.  
767 W. McAuley Dr.  
West Memphis, AR 72301 
 
RE:     Hydraulic Fluid Spill – Jonesboro, AR 
  Failure to Respond 
 
Dear Mr. Ward: 
 
On December 30, 2009 Brent Walker, District Field Inspector, Water Division performed 
a complaint investigation near the intersection of W. Mathews and Walnut St. in 
Jonesboro, AR in accordance with the provisions of the Federal Clean Water Act, the 
Arkansas Water and Air Pollution Control Act, and the regulations promulgated there 
under. This investigation was in response to a complaint alleging a hydraulic oil spill 
from a piece of your equipment had not been properly cleaned or reported.  
 
Mr. Walker sent you a letter dated January 25, 2010 (copy enclosed) informing you of 
the results of the inspection and requesting a written response by February 5, 2010.  As 
of the date of this letter, the response has not been received.  Please submit the 
required response to the inspection to the Department by June 30, 2010. 
 
Thank you for your attention to this matter. Should you have any questions, feel free to 
contact me at 501-682-0635 or you may e-mail me at anderson@adeq.state.ar.us. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
 
Alan Anderson 
Enforcement Analyst  
Water Division / Enforcement Branch 
 













 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
September 15, 2010 
 
 
Dale Woodall, Environmental Specialist  
Centerpoint Energy 
276 Commerce Park Drive 
Ridgeland, MS 39157 
 
RE:  Hydraulic Spill, Jonesboro, Arkansas, December 30, 2009. 
     
Dear Mr. Woodall: 
 
The Department has received your response dated September 8, 2010 to the 
December 30, 2009 complaint investigation of the above referenced hydraulic spill by 
District Field inspector Brent Walker.  Your letter appears to adequately address the  
corrective actions taken to remediate the spill.  Acceptance of this response by the 
Department does not preclude any future enforcement action deemed necessary at this 
site or any other site. 
 
The Department will keep the inspection and response on file. If future violations occur 
that require enforcement action, the Department will consider the inspection and 
response as required by the Pollution Control and Ecology Commission Regulation No. 
7, Civil Penalties.  This regulation requires the Department to consider the past history 
of your site and how expeditiously the violations were addressed in determining any civil 
penalty that may be necessary for any future violations. 
 
If we need further information concerning this matter, we will contact you.  Thank you for 
your attention to this matter. Should you have any questions, feel free to contact me at 
501-682-0635 or you may e-mail me at anderson@adeq.state.ar.us. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Alan Anderson 
Enforcement Analyst 
Water Division Enforcement Branch 


