
A D E Q  - 
A R K A N S A S  
Department of Environmental Quality 

June 22,201 1 

James Sanders, Mayor 
City of Blytheville 
P.O. Box 1784 
Blytheville, AR 723 15 

RE: Blytheville WWTP - West - Compliance and SSO Inspections 

AFIN: 47-00544 NPDES Permit No.: AR0022560 

Dear Mr. Sanders: 

On May 23,25, and 26,201 1, fellow inspector Michael Greenway and I performed a routine 
compliance inspection and sanitary sewer overflow inspection of the waste water treatment facility 
in accordance with the provisions of the Federal Clean Water Act, the Arkansas Water and Air 
Pollution Control Act, and the regulations promulgated thereunder. This inspection revealed the 
following violations: 

Compliance Inspection: 

1. A calibration check revealed that the effluent flow meter was underreporting flow by 
>25%. This violates Part I1 Section C. Item 2. of the permit. Appropriate flow 
measurement devices and methods consistent with accepted scientific practices shall be 
selected and used to insure the accuracy and reliability of measurements of the volume of 
monitored discharges. The devices shall be installed, calibrated and maintained to insure 
the accuracy of the measurements are consistent with the accepted capability of that type 
of device. Devices selected shall be capable of measuring flows with a maximum deviation 
of less than +/-lo% from true discharge rates throughout the range of expected discharge 
volumes and shall be installed at  the monitoring point of the discharge. 

2. At the time of the inspection the following Operation and Maintenance Items were noted: 
a. One of the three clarifiers was out of service. 
b. One of the clarifier curtains was down. 
c. The polishing pond curtain was down. 
These items violate Part I1 Section B. Item 1.a. of the permit. The permittee shall at  
all times properly operate and maintain all facilities and systems of treatment and 
control (and related appurtenances) which are installed or used by the permittee to 
achieve compliance with the conditions of this permit. Proper operation and 
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maintenance also includes adequate laboratory controls and appropriate quality 
assurance procedures. This provision requires the operation of backup or auxiliary 
facilities or similar systems which are installed by a permittee only when the operation 
is necessary to achieve compliance with the conditions of the permit. 

3. The QAIQC control charts in the laboratory were incorrect. These charts should be setup 
with Warning Limits and Control Limits for use in evaluating the results of laboratory 
duplicates and spikes. 

4. The fecal coliform incubatorlwater bath temperature was observed to be below the 
required temperature of 44.5 (+I-0.2) OC on a t  least two occasions during the inspection. I t  
appears this problem was corrected by moving the incubator to different location where it 
was more protected from the flow of cold air from the air conditioner; however multiple 
checks should be performed to insure the required temperature is consistently maintained. 

5. The composite samples collected for the analysis of ammonia nitrogen (NH3-N) were not 
being properly preserved. Following the collection of the final aliquot, samples should 
immediately be preserved with sulfuric acid (H2S04) and stored at  less than 6 OC until 
analyzed. Currently, collection of the samples is completed by early afternoon but they 
are not preserved with sulfuric acid. They are sitting unpreserved until they are analyzed 
the following day. 

6. The sludge storage lagoon(s) were not being properly operated and maintained. The 
levees and other dry portions of these lagoons should be mowed regularly to prevent the 
growth of woody vegetation and discourage burrowing animals which can weaken the 
integrity of the levees. Additionally, the current excessive growth of vegetation prevents 
visual inspection for the detection of leaks, seeps, and other illicit discharges. As discussed 
previously, you may wish to permanently close out portions of the sludge storage lagoons 
to reduce the area that must be maintained. Please contact the Permits Branch for specific 
requirements related to closure of portions of these lagoons. 

SSO Inspection: 

You should continue working to comply with the current Consent Administrative Order 
(CAO) requiring you to evaluate, repair and upgrade the collection system including the 
installation of emergency backups and remote monitoring. 

The above items require your immediate attention. Please submit a written response to these 
findings to the Water Division Enforcement Branch of this Department. This response should be 
mailed to the address below and should contain documentation describing the course of action taken 
to correct each item noted. This corrective action should be completed as soon as possible, and the 
written response is due by July 2,2011. 

For additional information you may contact the Enforcement Branch by telephone at 501-682-0639 
or by fax at 501-682-0910. 
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If I can be of any assistance, please contact me at walker@adeq.state.ar.us or 870-935-7221 ext.-12. 

Sincerely, 

Brent L. Walker 
District 3 Field Inspector 
Water Division 

cc: Water Division Enforcement Branch 
Water Division Permits Branch 
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ADEQ Water NPDES Inspection AFIN:  47-00544 Permit #:  AR0022560 
 

 

  UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 
 Washington, D.C. 20460 

 NPDES Compliance Inspection Report 

 
 Form Approved 
 OMB No. 2040-0003 
  

 
 Section A: National Data System Coding 

 
 Transaction Code 

 
 NPDES  Yr/Mo/Day 

 
 Inspec. Type  Inspector  Fac. Type 
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 Section B: Facility Data

 
Name and Location of Facility Inspected (For industrial users discharging to POTW, also 
include POTW name and NPDES permit number) 
Blytheville WWTP - West 
4951 NCR 635 
Blytheville, AR 
Mississippi Co. 

Entry Time/Date 
1400  5/23/2011 
0830  5/25/2011 

 
Permit Effective Date 
12/1/2005 
 

Exit Time/Date 
1600  5/23/2011 
1555  5/25/2011 

 
Permit Expiration Date 
11/30/2010 
 

 
Name(s) of On-Site Representative(s)/Title(s)/Phone and Fax Number(s) 
James Yankee/Pretreatment Coordinator/870-763-4961 
Kenneth Ellis/Waste Water Superintendent/870-763-4961 

 
Other Facility Data 
 
 
  

Name, Address of Responsible Official/Title/Phone and Fax Number 
James Sanders/Mayor/870-763-3602 
Blytheville WWTP - West 
P.O. Box 1784 
Blytheville, AR 72315 

 

Contacted 

        Yes      No   
     

 Section C: Areas Evaluated During Inspection 
 (S = Satisfactory, M = Marginal, U = Unsatisfactory, N = Not Evaluated) 

S 
 
 Permit N 

 
 Flow Measurement U  Operations & Maintenance N 

 
 Sampling 

S 
 
 Records/Reports N 

 
 Self-Monitoring Program N  Sludge Handling/Disposal N 

 
 Pollution Prevention 

N 
 
 Facility Site Review N 

 
 Compliance Schedules N  Pretreatment N 

 
 Multimedia 

N 
 
 Effluent/Receiving Waters N 

 
 Laboratory N  Storm Water U 

 
 Other:  SSO 

 Section D: Summary of Findings/Comments (Attach additional sheets if necessary) 
 
 
This SSO inspection was conducted during the course of a routine CEI. 
 
See the attached inspection report and the letter accompanying the corresponding CEI for additional information. 

 Name(s) and Signature(s) of Inspector(s) 

Brent L. Walker  

Agency/Office/Telephone/Fax
AR Dept. of Environmental Quality-Jonesboro  
(870) 935-7221 ext. 12/(870) 935-4715  (Fax) 

Date 
 
May 27, 2011 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 Signature of Reviewer 
 

 
 Agency/Office/Phone and Fax Numbers 
 

 
 Date 
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COLLECTION SYSTEM INSPECTION AND OVERALL RATING S  M  U  NA  NE
PROVIDE A BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE COLLECTION SYSTEM:   
Shallow gravity flow and force main system 
POPULATION SERVED/NUMBER OF RESIDENTIAL AND COMMERCIAL CONNECTIONS:  ~15,000 Pop (Total) 

FEET OF SEWER SYSTEM:  119.64 miles ~45% of total for 3 plants 

AGE OF SYSTEM:  ~1953 and newer 
DOES THE SYSTEM EXPERIENCE PROBLEMS DURING DRY OR WET WEATHER 
(EXPLAIN):  High groundwater and I&I in wet weather 

Y  N  NA  NE

IS THERE A SYSTEM IN PLACE FOR REPORTING SSOS TO ADEQ (DESCRIBE):   
Superintendent is informed of all overflows and is responsible for reporting to ADEQ 

Y  N  NA  NE

ARE ALL SSOs REPORTED REGARDLESS OF SIZE:   Y  N  NA  NE
HAVE SSOs REACHED “WATERS OF THE STATE” (LIST DATE AND LOCATION OF 
EACH):  All known are reported and available in ADEQ Enforcement Database 

Y  N  NA  NE

 

PUMP STATIONS S  M  U  NA  NE

NUMBER OF PUMP STATIONS IN SYSTEM:  17 NUMBER WITH BACKUP POWER:  0 

HOW OFTEN ARE PUMP STATIONS INSPECTED/MONITORED:  Twice/day (1/day on weekends) 

ARE MAINTENANCE RECORDS AND/OR OPERATOR LOGS KEPT:  Yes 

ADEQUATE INVENTORY OF SPARE PARTS:  Yes 

TYPE OF REMOTE ELECTRONIC MONITORING USED (I.E. SCADA OR AUTO DIALERS):  None 

BRIEF SUMMARY OF EMERGENCY PROCEDURES:  Priority service from power company 

NUMBER OF PUMP STATIONS VISITED DURING INSPECTION (SEE ATTACHED CHECKLISTS FOR EACH):  2 

 

SATELLITE SYSTEMS S  M  U  NA  NE

DOES THE COLLECTION SYSTEM RECEIVE FLOW FROM SATELLITE SYSTEMS:  No 

TYPE(S) OF WASTE WATER RECEIVED:    RESIDENTIAL  COMMERCIAL  INDUSTRIAL  OTHER:   

BRIEFLY DESCRIBE THE SATELLITE SYSTEM:   

ANY KNOWN PROBLEMS WITH SATELLITE SYSTEM:   

NAME, ADDRESS AND PHONE NUMBER OF PERSON RESPONSIBLE FOR SATELLITE SYSTEM:   

 

 



ADEQ Water NPDES Inspection AFIN:  47-00544 Permit #:  AR0022560 
 
 

PUMP STATION VISIT  (COMPLETE A SEPARATE CHECKLIST FOR EACH PUMP STATION VISITED) 
GENERAL INFORMATION AND OVERALL EVALUATION S  M  U  NA  
NAME AND/OR LOCATION OF PUMP STATION:   
820 Lift Station (Located on Airbase) 
TYPE(S) OF WASTE WATER RECEIVED:  RESIDENTIAL  COMMERCIAL  INDUSTRIAL  OTHER:   

NUMBER OF PUMPS:  2 NUMBER OPERATIONAL:  2 

NUMBER AND SIZE OF PUMPS APPEARS ADEQUATE:   S  M  U  NA  NE

EVIDENCE OF RECENT OVERFLOWS OR HIGH LEVELS:   Y  N  NA  NE

 

GENERAL OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE S  M  U  NA  
CLEAN AND WELL MAINTAINED WITH MINIMAL STORAGE OF UNRELATED 
EQUIPMENT:   S  M  U  NA  NE

GATES/DOORS/HATCHES/LIDS/ETC. LOCKED TO PREVENT UNAUTHORIZED 
ACCESS AND/OR TAMPERING:   S  M  U  NA  NE

WET WELLS, SUMPS AND PITS ADEQUATELY COVERED, GRATED OR OTHERWISE 
PROTECTED:   S  M  U  NA  NE

ELECTRICAL CONTROLS COVERS CONDUIT AND EQUIPMENT PROPERLY 
INSTALLED AND MAINTAINED:   S  M  U  NA  NE

GUARDS AND SHIELDS IN PLACE AROUND MOVING EQUIPMENT (BELTS, PULLEYS, 
DRIVESHAFTS, ETC.) :   S  M  U  NA  NE

ADEQUATE VENTILATION TO PREVENT EXCESSIVE CONDENSATION AND/OR 
GASES AND FUMES:   S  M  U  NA  NE

ADEQUATE LIGHTING FOR ROUTINE INSPECTION/MAINTENANCE:   S  M  U  NA  NE

SEALS, VALVES AND PACKING ADEQUATELY MAINTAINED TO PREVENT LEAKS:   S  M  U  NA  NE

MINIMAL ACCUMULATION OF GREASE AND SOLIDS IN WET WELLS:   S  M  U  NA  NE

 

BACKUP POWER AND ALARMS S  M  U  NA  
PROVISIONS FOR GENERATOR AND/OR EMERGENCY TRANSFER PUMP:   S  M  U  NA  NE

AUDIBLE/VISUAL ALARM WITH EMERGENCY CONTACT INFORMATION POSTED:   S  M  U  NA  NE

SCADA SYSTEM (LIST PARAMETERS MONITORED):   Y  N  NA  NE
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PUMP STATION VISIT  (COMPLETE A SEPARATE CHECKLIST FOR EACH PUMP STATION VISITED) 
GENERAL INFORMATION AND OVERALL EVALUATION S  M  U  NA  
NAME AND/OR LOCATION OF PUMP STATION:   
Shop 
TYPE(S) OF WASTE WATER RECEIVED:  RESIDENTIAL  COMMERCIAL  INDUSTRIAL  OTHER:   

NUMBER OF PUMPS:  3 NUMBER OPERATIONAL:  3 

NUMBER AND SIZE OF PUMPS APPEARS ADEQUATE:   S  M  U  NA  NE

EVIDENCE OF RECENT OVERFLOWS OR HIGH LEVELS:   Y  N  NA  NE

 

GENERAL OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE S  M  U  NA  
CLEAN AND WELL MAINTAINED WITH MINIMAL STORAGE OF UNRELATED 
EQUIPMENT:   S  M  U  NA  NE

GATES/DOORS/HATCHES/LIDS/ETC. LOCKED TO PREVENT UNAUTHORIZED 
ACCESS AND/OR TAMPERING:   S  M  U  NA  NE

WET WELLS, SUMPS AND PITS ADEQUATELY COVERED, GRATED OR OTHERWISE 
PROTECTED:   S  M  U  NA  NE

ELECTRICAL CONTROLS COVERS CONDUIT AND EQUIPMENT PROPERLY 
INSTALLED AND MAINTAINED:   S  M  U  NA  NE

GUARDS AND SHIELDS IN PLACE AROUND MOVING EQUIPMENT (BELTS, PULLEYS, 
DRIVESHAFTS, ETC.) :   S  M  U  NA  NE

ADEQUATE VENTILATION TO PREVENT EXCESSIVE CONDENSATION AND/OR 
GASES AND FUMES:   S  M  U  NA  NE

ADEQUATE LIGHTING FOR ROUTINE INSPECTION/MAINTENANCE:   S  M  U  NA  NE

SEALS, VALVES AND PACKING ADEQUATELY MAINTAINED TO PREVENT LEAKS:   S  M  U  NA  NE

MINIMAL ACCUMULATION OF GREASE AND SOLIDS IN WET WELLS:   S  M  U  NA  NE

 

BACKUP POWER AND ALARMS S  M  U  NA  
PROVISIONS FOR GENERATOR AND/OR EMERGENCY TRANSFER PUMP:   S  M  U  NA  NE

AUDIBLE/VISUAL ALARM WITH EMERGENCY CONTACT INFORMATION POSTED:   S  M  U  NA  NE

SCADA SYSTEM (LIST PARAMETERS MONITORED):   Y  N  NA  NE

 

 









 
 

 
 
 
 

July 21, 2011 
 
       
City of Blytheville, WWTP 
Attention: Honorable James Sanders 
P.O. Box 1784 
Blytheville, AR 72315 
 
 
RE:  NPDES Permit Number AR0022560, AR0022586, AR0022578,  
        WWTFs Inspection Responses  
 
Dear Mayor Sanders: 
  
AR0022560 – West Plant, Compliance Inspection Response 
 
The Department has received your response to the May 23, 25, and 26, 2011 
compliance inspection of your WWTP by our District Field Inspectors, Brent L. Walker 
and Michael Greenway.  Your response has been deemed deficient for the following 
reasons: 

 
1. Response #1, did not address when calibration of the equipment was conducted.  

Please submit documentation confirming calibration dates.  It may take several 
years to complete the corrections to Blytheville’s I&I issues, so it may be necessary 
to update the equipment in order to monitor flow during large rain events. 
 

2. Response #2 (C) needs a deadline, a specific date, when the polishing pond curtain 
will be replaced.  Has a new one been ordered?  Please send a report when the new 
curtain has been installed, and a photograph as evidence that the work has been 
completed. 
 

3. Response #6 needs a timeline with specific dates when the lagoons will be 
evaluated, when the closure procedure will begin and when maintenance of the 
remaining lagoons will be completed.  When maintenance has been completed on 
the remaining lagoons, please send photographs reflecting the corrections.  

 
 AR0022560 – West Plant, Pretreatment Compliance Inspection Response 
 
The Department has received your response to the May 26, 2011 pretreatment 
compliance inspection of your WWTF by our District Field Inspectors, Brent L. Walker 
and Michael Greenway.  Your response has been deemed deficient for the following 
reasons: 
 

1. Response #1, submit an updated IUS. 
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2. Response #3 did not address the reason why the other parameters required by 
the permit were not sampled. 
 

3. Response #4 the proof of publication needs to be submitted with this response.  
 
AR0022586 – North Plant, Compliance Inspection Response 
 
The Department has received your response to the May 25, 2011 compliance 
inspection of your WWTF by our District Field Inspectors, Brent L. Walker and Michael 
Greenway.  Your response has been deemed deficient for the following reasons: 
 

 Response #4 needs a timeline with specific dates when the lagoons will be 
evaluated, when the closure procedure will begin and when maintenance of the 
remaining lagoons will be completed.  When maintenance has been completed 
on the remaining lagoons, please send photographs reflecting the corrections.  

 
AR0022586 – North Plant, SSO Inspection Response 
 
The Department has received your response to the May 25, 2011 SSO inspections by 
our District Field Inspectors, Brent L. Walker and Michael Greenway.  Your response 
has been deemed deficient for the following reasons: 
 

 Response #2 needs a timeline with specific dates when the Lockard Street pump 
station will be upgraded.  Please, submit an update report when the project has 
been completed. 

 
AR0022578 – South Plant, Compliance Inspection Response  
 
The Department has received your response to the May 23, 25, and 26, 2011 
compliance inspection of your WWTP by our District Field Inspectors, Brent L. Walker 
and Michael Greenway.  Your response has been deemed deficient for the following 
reasons: 
 

1. Response #2, did not address when calibration of the equipment was conducted. 
   

2. Response #6 needs a timeline with specific dates when the lagoons will be 
evaluated, when the closure procedure will begin and when maintenance of the 
remaining lagoons will be completed.  When maintenance has been completed 
on the remaining lagoons, please send photographs reflecting the corrections.  
 

ADEQ Staff has scheduled a meeting with the City of Blytheville to begin at 1:00 p.m. on 
August 9, 2011.  ADEQ’s office location is 5301 Northshore Drive, North Little Rock, AR 
72118. 
 



July 21, 2011 
Page 3 
Honorable James Sanders 
 
Please bring a sufficient response to the inspections, a copy of the City of Blytheville’s 
CAO (LIS 08-094), and the documents requested in said Oder.   
 
A copy of the inspection reports and the inadequate responses are included with this 
letter for your review.  Thank you for your attention to this matter.  Should you have any 
questions, call 501-682-0631or e-mail meints@adeq.state.ar.us. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
René E. Meints 
Enforcement Analyst  
Water Division Enforcement Branch 








































