
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

October 23, 2012 

 

 

Mr. J.R. Henderson, Water and Waste Water Superintendent 

City of Mountain View 

P.O. Box 360 

Mountain View, AR  72560 

 

RE:   Discharge of sludge from the Waste Water Treatment Plant 

AFIN:  69-00011, NPDES Permit No.:  AR0020117   

 

Dear Mr. Henderson: 

 

On October 15, 2012, I performed a reconnaissance inspection of the Mountain View Waste Water 

Treatment Plant in accordance with the provisions of the Federal Clean Water Act, the Arkansas 

Water and Air Pollution Control Act, and the regulations promulgated thereunder.  The inspection 

revealed the following violations:  

 

1. Part I, Section A of the permit states there should be no discharge of distinctly visible solids, 

scum, or foam of a persistent nature, nor shall there be any formation of slime, bottom 

deposits, or sludge banks.  During the site inspection sludge banks were observed in the 

receiving stream.  This material is making it through the treatment system and being 

discharged to the receiving stream in violation of Part I, Section A of the permit, and Ark. 

Code Ann. § 8-4-217(a)(2) which states, “It shall be unlawful for any person to place or 

cause to be placed any sewage, industrial waste, or other wastes in a location where it is 

likely to cause pollution of any waters of the state.”  

 

2. You have failed to properly operate and maintain the treatment system in violation of Part 

III, Section B.1.a of the permit.   

 

3. The discharge of untreated or partially treated waste water to the receiving stream was not 

reported to the Department as required by Part III, Section D.6 of the permit. 

 

The above items require your immediate attention.  You must immediately cease the discharge of 

partially treated wastewater to Hughes Creek.  Furthermore, you must submit a written response to 

the above findings to the attention of the Water Division Inspection Branch of ADEQ at the address 

listed on this letter head.  This written response should contain detailed documentation describing 

the course of action taken to correct the violations noted.  This corrective action should be 

completed as soon as possible, and the written response shall be submitted to the Department by 

November 6, 2012. 

 

 



Mr. J.R. Henderson, Mountain View Water and Waste Water 

October 23, 2012 
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If you have any questions or would like to discuss any aspect of this inspection or the required 

written response in greater detail, please contact me at 870-446-2770 or by e-mail at 

morris@adeq.state.ar.us . 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Tony L. Morris 

District #2 Field Inspector   

ADEQ Water Division 

 

 

cc:  Sean Saunders, ADEQ Water Division District 11 Field Inspector 

Water Division Permits Branch 
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UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 

Washington, D.C. 20460 

NPDES Compliance Inspection Report 

 
 Form Approved 

 OMB No. 2040-0003 

  

 
 Section A: National Data System Coding 

 
 Transaction Code 

 
 NPDES 

 
 Yr/Mo/Day 

 
 Inspec. Type 
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r 

 
 Fac. 

Type 

1 N 2 5 3 A R 0 0 2 0 1 1 7 1
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 Section B: Facility Data 
 
Name and Location of Facility Inspected (For industrial users discharging to POTW, also 

include POTW name and NPDES permit number) 

City of Mountain View Waste Water  Utility, the Hwy 66 West Lift Station is located on 

the south side of Hwy 66 west of town adjacent to the P.D Building Supply  

 
Entry Time/Date 

09:50 October 15, 2012 

 
Permit Effective Date 

August 1, 2008 
 
Exit Time/Date 

11:50 October 15, 2012 

 
Permit Expiration Date 

July 31, 2013 

 
 
Name(s) of On-Site Representative(s)/Title(s)/Phone and Fax Number(s) 

Jackie Craig,  Waste Water Utility      870-269-8284 (Waste Water Treatment Plant) 

  
Other Facility Data 

 

Lat.  35.8626 

Long. -92.1464 
 
Name, Address of Responsible Official/Title/Phone and Fax Number 

Mr. J.R.  Henderson, Water and Waste Water Director 

City of Mountain View 

P.O. Drawer 360 

Mountain View, AR 72560         Phone: 870-269-3293 

 
 
 

Contacted 
 
        Yes     No  

     

 Section C: Areas Evaluated During Inspection 
 (S = Satisfactory, M = Marginal, U = Unsatisfactory, N = Not Evaluated) 

S 
 
 Permit S 

 
 Flow Measurement S 

 
 Operations & Maintenance N 

 
 Sampling 

N 
 
 Records/Reports S 

 
 Self-Monitoring Program N 

 
 Sludge Handling/Disposal N 

 
 Pollution Prevention 

S 
 
 Facility Site Review N 

 
 Compliance Schedules N 

 
 Pretreatment N 

 
 Multimedia 

S 
 
 Effluent/Receiving Waters N 

 
 Laboratory N 

 
 Storm Water N 

 
 Other:   

 Section D: Summary of Findings/Comments (Attach additional sheets if necessary) 

 

1. This site visit was the result of a citizen complaint concerning sludge in Hughes Creek. 

2. The complaint was found to be valid. 

3. There are operational problems at the treatment plant.  Large volumes of sludge are being discharged to the receiving stream. 

4. The discharge of distinctly visible solids and the formation of bottom deposits and sludge banks is a violation of the permit.   

 Name(s) and Signature(s) of Inspector(s) 

Tony L. Morris    

Agency/Office/Telephone/Fax 

AR Dept. of Environmental Quality-Jasper Field Office  

870-446-2770 (Office) / 501-837-6978 (Cell) 

Date 

 

October 16, 2012 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 Signature of Reviewer 

 

 
 Agency/Office/Phone and Fax Numbers 

 

 
 Date 
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Water Division NPDES Photographic Evidence Sheet 

Location:  

Photographer: Tony Morris Witness: Sean Saunders 

Photo # 1 Of 4  Date: 10/15/12 Time: 10:03 

Description: Activated sludge in a pool within Hughes Creek.  

 
 

Photographer: Tony Morris Witness: Sean Saunders 

Photo #  2 Of 4  Date: 10/15/12 Time: 10:09 

Description: Sludge coating the stream bed of Hughes Creek below the Mountain View POTW. 
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Water Division NPDES Photographic Evidence Sheet 

Location:  

Photographer: Tony Morris Witness: Sean Saunders 

Photo # 3 Of 4  Date: 10/15/12 Time: 10:36 

Description: The final clarifier with floating, unsettled sludge on the surface.  

 
 

Photographer: Tony Morris Witness: Sean Saunders 

Photo #  4 Of 4  Date: 10/15/12 Time: 10:39 

Description: Recently spilled sludge within the plant with drying beds visible in the background. 

 
 



















 
 

 
 
 
 

 
November 16, 2012 
 
 
Mr. J.R. Henderson, Water and Waste Water Superintendent 
City of Mountain View 
P.O. Drawer 360 
Mountain View, AR 72560 
 
RE:   Discharge of sludge from the Waste Water Treatment Plant 

AFIN:  69-00011, NPDES Permit No.:  AR0020117   
 
Dear Mr. Henderson: 
 
I am writing in reply to your recent correspondence regarding the Mountain View Waste Water 
Treatment Plant operation. Your letter was in response to an October 15, 2012 complaint 
investigation of Hughes Creek and associated NPDES Reconnaissance Inspection of the treatment 
plant.     
 
Your letter listed specific actions and target dates for accomplishing the goal of returning the plant 
to acceptable operating conditions. The target date of December 1, 2012 is accepted for addressing 
plant operation and sludge management issues which were listed in your letter. In order to prevent 
future problems additional operator training in activated sludge treatment process will be done. The 
target date for the additional training, to be completed by February 1, 2013, is accepted. Please 
notify me in writing when each of these tasks is completed.  
 
I appreciate your prompt response to this matter. Your actions thus far reflect well on the City of 
Mountain View and the Water and Waste Water Department.  If you have any questions or would 
like to discuss any aspect of this letter, please contact me at 870-446-2770 or by e-mail at 
morris@adeq.state.ar.us . 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Tony L. Morris 
District #2 Field Inspector   
ADEQ Water Division 
 
 
cc:  Sean Saunders, ADEQ Water Division District 11 Field Inspector 

Water Division Enforcement Branch 
 
 


