ARKANSAS DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONM™ ' TAL " " ITY

IN THE MATTER OF:

Nucor Steel-Arkansas, Division of Nucor Corporation LIS No.16- DCB \
Hickman Mill Permit No. AR0045977
P.O. Box 30 AFIN 47-00233

Armorel, AR 72310

CONSENT ADMINIS™ * TIVE ORDER

This Consent Administrative Order (Order) is issued pursuant to the authority of the Arkansas
Water and Air Pollution Control Act, Ark. Code Ann. § 8-4-101 ef seq., the Federal Water Pollution
Control Act, 33 U.S.C. § 1311 et seq., and the regulations issued thereunder by Arkansas Pollution
Control and Ecology Commission (APC&EC).

The issues herein having been settled by the agreement of the Nucor Steel-Arkansas, Division of
Nucor Corporation (Respondent) and the Arkansas Department of Environmental Quality (ADEQ or
Department), it is hereby agreed and stipulated that the following FINDINGS OF FACT and ORDER
AND AGREEMENT be entered.

FINDINGS OF FACT

1. Respondent operates a scrap steel mill called the “Hickman Mill” (facility) located at 7301 East

County Road 142, Blytheville, Mississippi County, Arkansas.

2. Respondent’s Qutfall 004 discharges combined waste streams into the Mississippi River.
3. Respondent is regulated pursuant to the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System
(NPDES).

4. Pursuant to the federal Clean Water Act, 33 U.S.C. § 1311(a) et seq., the NPDES program
prohibits the discharge of pollutants except as in compliance with a permit issued under the NPDES

program in accordance with 33 U.S.C. § 1342(a).
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5. ADEQ is authorized under the Arkansas Water and Air Pollution Control Act (the Act) to issue
NPDES permits in the state of Arkansas and to initiate an enforcement action for any violation of an
NPDES permit.

6. Ark. Code Ann. § 8-4-217(a)(3) provides:

(a) It shall be unlawful for any person to:

(3) Violate any provisions of this chapter or of any rule, regulation, or order adopted by the
[APC&EC] under this chapter or of a permit issued under this chapter by the [ADEQ)].
7. Ark. Code Ann. § 8-4-103(a)(1)(A) authorizes ADEQ to assess  administrative civ penalty
not to exceed ten thousand dollars ($10,000) per violation for any violation of any provision of the Act
and any regulation or permit issued pursuant to the Act.
8. Pursuant to Ark. Code Ann. § 8-4-103(c)(1)}(B), “Each day of a continuing violation may be
deemed a separate violation for purposes of penalty assessment.”
9. NPDES Permit Number AR0045977 (Permit) was issued to the Respondent on April 29, 2011.
The Permit became effective on July 1, 2011, and was modified with a modification effective date of
May 1, 2012. The Permit expired on June 30, 2016. Respondent submitted an administratively complete
renewal application on December 12, 2015 and the Permit was administratively continued.
10. Re: 1dent’s Outfall 004 disc] ;e combines waste streams of treated process wastewater from
the Hot Mill and the Cold Mill, and treated wastewater from the vacuum tank degasser process (contact
and non-contact cooling tower blowdown, backwash from boiler feed water softener unit, reject water
from boiler feed water reverse osmosis unit, and boiler blowdown).
11. The Cold Mill waste stream includes wastewater discharged from a single process that has nickel
discharge limitations based on applicable effluent limitation guidelines (ELGs) in EPA’s technc gy-

based New Source Performance Standards for the Iron and Steel Point Source Category (NSPS). That is
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WHEREFORE, I pondent, while neither admitting nor denying the il and legal allegations
contained in this CAO and ADEQ stipulate and agree as follows:
1. Respondent shall immediately comply with all permitted effluent limits, unless a CAP is
submitted as provided in Paragraph 2 of this Order and approved by ADEQ, in which case, Respondent
sh.  comply will all permitted effluent limits no later than July 31, 2017, or within sixty (60) days after
ADEQ’s issuance of a final draft NPDES renewal permit, whichever is later.
2. [f unable to immediately comply with all permitted effluent limits, Respondent shall, within thirty
(30) calendar days of the effective date of this Order, submit to ADEQ for review an approval a
comprehensive CAP developed by a Professional Engineer (P.E.) licensed in the state of Arkansas. The
CAP shall, at minimum, include a reasonable milestone schedi = with a date of final compliance
consistent with the provisions of Paragraph 1| of this Order. The CAP sha detail the methods that will
be used to correct the Total Recoverable Nickel permitted effluent violations listed in Findings of Fact
paragraph 17 and prevent future violations of permit limits, which may be based solely on recalculation
of Respondent’s nickel permit limits and modification of Respondent’s NPDES permit to more
accurately reflect Respondent’s actual operations consistent with the applicable NSPS E G for nickel,
including, by way of example only, contribution of nickel from other unregulated sources or additional
it or ope sract tc  iieve compliance with the appl” le NSPS EL  for nickel. Upon
review and approval by ADEQ, Respondent shall comply with the terms contained in the approved CAP,
including final compliance as provided in Paragraph 1 of this Order. The milestone schedule and final
compliance provisions of the approved CAP shall be fully enforceable as terms of this Order.
3. On or before August 10, 2017, or within sixty (60) days after ADEQ’s issuance of the draft

NPDES renewal permit, whichever is later, Respondent shall submit a letter from a P.E. certified in the
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