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PUBLIC COMMENTS OF
Kenneth Lovett
ON DRAFT PERMIT FOR ECO-VISTA LLC CLASS I LANDFILL
AFIN NO. 72-00144, DRAFT PERMIT NO. 0290-S1-R4

The Class 1 landfill was initially permitted as the Sunray Landfill of April 16,1997 ina
proceeding in which, after public notice of the filing of the application by Sunray for authority to
construct and operate the landfill, no comments were submitted by the public.

One reason for the lack of public interest was that, at that time, the landfill was in a
sparsely populated area, and few people were affected by it.

In the intervening years since 1997, northwest Arkansas (including Washington and
Benton Counties) have seen and continue to experience some of the most active growth of any
areas in the United States. As population in those two counties has rapidly and steadily
expanded, the landfill is now located in an increasingly populated area, with numerous
residences surrounding the general landfill area. That growth is projected to continue without
abatement for years to come.

During the intervening years from 1997 to the present, the landfill has also expanded
rapidly as waste products from the increasing population and construction have made significant
demands upon the landfill and its capacity to handle additional wastes. In addition, the record on
DEQ’s website clearly establishes that the landfill has experienced significant and harmful
problems in managing and containing the emission of air and water pollutants from the facility
that have created conditions that are physically and mentally unbearable and potentially harmful
to the health and safety of persons who live in the general proximity of the landfill, and to birds

and other animals in the vicinity.



Based upon the records of DEQ relative to this landfill and the Class 1 landfill in
the EVL complex, the landfill has reached its capacity, or is very close to doing so. That capacity
is the cause of many complaints from the public and also from DEQ as evidenced by the
inspection reports that appear in the record.

The terms of the existing and the proposed Permit provide that the permit may be
revoked or modified whenever, in the opinion of the Division, the facility is no longer in
compliance with the Act. See, for example, Condition No. 4 of the Permit Conditions of the
proposed Permit.

Rather than continue to expand a landfill that is at capacity and located in an area that has
a large and continuously-growing residential population, the permit should either be denied, or
alternatively, reissued only on a limited basis (e.g.,o < s) to allow for EVL to find a
location for a new landfill for the area, and apply for a permit for that location.

Additional drop in inspections should be mandatory to prevent any negligence in proper

operation of Eco Vista until the date it is closed.

DEQ Is Not Authorized by Law to Process
EVL’s Application for Increased Landfill Acreage

Commission Rule 22.204 (a) (Host Community Approval of Site Selection) provides in

relevant part as follows:

(a) Applicability and Scope — In accordance with A.C.A. §8-6-1501 et seq., a
rebuttable presumption exists against permitting the construction or operation
of any new landfill within twelve miles of an existing high-impact solid waste
facility. [Here follows certain exceptions not relevant to this matter]

A “high-impact solid waste management facility” is defined in Rule 22.204(b)(1) as “any

open or closed solid wase landfill. EVL is a “high-impact solid waste management facility.

Rule 22.204(c) (Division Action and Compliance Requirements) further provides:
2



The Division shall not process any pre-application for a new or increased landfill
acreage or an application for increased landfill capacity until definitive findings in
conformance with this section have been provided by the host community and
accepted by the Division. Acceptance or denial of landfill siting by the host
community shall be by formal resolution of the governing body of the host
community.

The “host community” in regard to EVL is the City of Tontitown, Washington County,
Arkansas. The governing body of the City of Tontitown has not officially approved EVL’s
proposed increased landfill acreage or an application for increased landfill capacity. The City
Council of the City of Tontitown has not adopted an unconditional approval of the proposed

expansion by formal resolution in satisfaction of Rule 22.204(c).

Without waiving any of the foregoing objections, to the extent that the City of Tontitown
did issue any approval, or what might be deemed an approval of EVL’s Application for
expansion of the Class 4 landfill, that approval was withdrawn prior to a decision having been
made, and during the official public comment period on the draft permit. That withdrawal of
approval was in the form of Resolution No. 2022-11-1017R, dated November 3, 2022, a copy of
which was submitted to DEQ. A second Resolution of similar import, Resolution No. 2023-01-
1027R, was also adopted by the City of Tontitown on January 3, 2023, and also provided to

DEQ.

The Proposed Permit Should Be Modified To
Address Issues Raised By The Public Comments

We recognize the provisions of the proposed Permit regarding the Hazardous and
Unauthorized Waste Exclusion Plan, the Liquid Waste Management Plan, the use of synthetic
tarps for daily cover, groundwater monitoring, and explosive gas monitoring. However, EVL has

been obligated by previous permits and directives of DEQ to implement those plans and

3



requirements. It has failed to prevent noxious odors and gases from being emitted from the

Landfill (possibly from the reaction of unauthorized waste and liquid wastes with other materials

in the Landfill); failed to provide adequate and effective cover; and contaminated groundwater

may be leaving the site. More should be required of EVL under these circumstances in the form

of the following:

(i)

(i)

(iii)

(iv)

V)

The source of air contamination in the form of sickening odors/fumes emanating
from the landfill causing respiratory distress, headaches and other health
problems, death to birds in the landfill and surrounding areas, and to trees and
other vegetation, should be investigated and, if possible, removed. Use of
chemicals to counter the odors has not worked, but in most instances, has
exacerbated the problem.

Contamination of surface waters from leakage of the landfill should be
affirmatively investigated, rather than simply monitored, and the source of such
contamination removed, if possible.

The spread of debris from the landfill to adjoining properties is not being
prevented by the use of tarps or fluff. EVL should be required to take measures on
a daily basis that will provide a complete and effective cover for the waste
materials that are applied daily.

Mud and dirt continue to be tracked from the landfill onto the adjoining roads,
causing problems with traffic and siltation of drainage ditches. EVL should be
required to install a functional tire/vehicle wash facility at the exit to the Landfill

property.

Nails and other objects are frequently dropped onto the highways that cause flat
tires, cracked windshields and other vehicular damage. While EVL claims that the
haulers are responsible for this, those haulers are business invitees of EVL to the
Landfill, and EVL profits from their hauling wastes (that includes such nails and
other objects) to the Landfill. EVL should be required to take greater
responsibility to place restrictions on the haulers regarding the manner in which
wastes are hauled, and EVL should be responsible for daily monitoring of the
highways for such objects.



The problems with air, surface and groundwater contamination will likely continue long after the
Landfill is closed. Because of this, the Permit should also require EVL to:

a. Retain qualified independent contractors to conduct studies of the cause of the
odors and surface-groundwater contamination that are being and will likely be
released from the existing Landfill;

b. Based upon the results of such studies, propose plans to DEQ to remediate the
existing Landfill to prevent the continued release of odors, with the public
allowed to comment on the plans; and

c. Implement the remediation plan approved by DEQ after public review and

comment,

These problems have existed for many years, and the Petitioners and other members of
the public who reside in the general vicinity of the Landfill have frequently complained to EVL
and to DEQ during that time, often without any result. The problems are, to a degree,
operational, but they are also systemic and worthy of being addressed in the permit renewal

process.

Noonntts Syt~

5/25‘/&&&5



5/24/23, 11:221 AM Gmail - Fwd: Mark Public Hearing

M Gmail Mark Calcagni <calhog18@gmail.com>
Fwd: Mark Public Hearing
Mark Calcagni <calhog18@gmail.com> Wed, May 24, 2023 at 11:21 AM

To: Mark Calcagni <calhog18@gmail.com>

Forwarded message ———

From: Mark Calcagnl <calhog18@gmail.com>
Date: Tue, May 23, 2023 at 6:29 PM

Subject: Mark Public Hearing

To: Mark Calcagni <calhog18@gmail.com>

Mark Calcagni 12642 Arbor Acres , Lived here for over 34 years . | want to thank you for having this public meeting in
Tontitown on a Thursday instead of a Weds/church night and Not on the East Side of Springdale and for providing us with
ample notice this time .

| am going to leave emotion out of this and just present facts that concem most of us about Health, Safety , and the
Environment.

Fact- Tontitown City Council rejected Class 1 and Class 4 landfill expansion unanimously twice the first time on Nov 2
2022 filed with the Washington Court House . Pollution Control and Ecology Regulation 22.204 States the host
city/Tontitiwn must approve a new landfill or expansion. Is this not the rule ADEQ is suppose to follow? Why is this
ruleflaw not followed. | don't understand that ? Why have rules? (oooops sorry emotion there)

Fact WM dye test ran into the Littie Wildcat Creek that runs into the Hilinois River . Area is Karst Topography, studies show
this landfill should not be here due to that. Oklahoma's water supply.

Fact Multiple Fires at the landfill the latest was reported by WM to the Tontitiwn Fire Dept that it was caused by a lithium
battery. Batteries are hazardous in a non hazard landfill. Report is avaible from Tontitown Fire Dept.

Fact: Numerous dated pictures of improper coverage of trash on both class 1 and class 4 landfills by neighbors Dated
Pictures. How do you dispute those?

Fact: Numerous Dated Pictures of Trash blown on neighbors yard and road debri — ADEQ Should come to town more
often as WM is picking up trash and has covered some of the trash . Cleaning house as company is coming to town.

Fact Numerous Air Quality Complaints on the ADEQ website by many residents of gas and odor. No Air Testing has
been done by state or federal govt to test this gas if hazardous to health

Fact: Dead Trees and Hundreds of Dead Birds around landfil . Multiple Dated Pictures of this

What s it going to take a deadly accident to get the States and ADEQ attention? Area is residential with heavy truck and
residential traffic with an elementary school a mile and haf away. BUT the BIG Question is why Regulation 22 is adhered
to? Why is the PC&E Regulation 22.204 that states the host city must approve a new landfill or an expansion, Almost 8
months ago Tonttown City Council /elected officials Unanamouisly REJECTED an expansion of Class 1 and Class 4
landfills in Tontitown. WE Hope Health, Safety,and Environment is more important than dollars! Due to poor planning
that a GrowingTontitown has to suffer with a landfill that has been in existance over 40 years.

Thank You
Sent from my iPhone O)—Jl\_ % p 0—'0 e ‘
J}/V\lkug\\ 2 fieloor ‘g;fs ©d
épﬁ\nﬁ\dajd ARC 172762
4G - 2365539
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