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DOC ID#: 84365

Mr. Caleb Osborne. Director TO: ACCFILE <KMB

Division of Environmental Quality
Department of Energy and Environment
5301 Northshore Drive

North Little Rock, AR 72118

Re:  NABORS Landfill — Baxter County. Arkansas
Request for Certificate of Closure

Dear Mr. Osborne:

As you are aware, the Ozark Mountain Solid Waste Management District (“the District™)
is currently the owner of the NABORS Landfill located in Baxter County, Arkansas. You are also
probably aware that. after a long period of operation, the Landfill ceased accepting solid wastes
in approximately 2012.

Since that time, due to the insolvency of the District, the Department and its successor,
the Division of Environmental Quality (“DEQ™), have conducted post-closure activities and post-
closure care of the Landfill facility by use of funds from the Arkansas Landfill Post-Closure
Trust Fund. In January, 2020, DEQ’s contractor. SCS Engineers, submitted a 2,763 page report
entitled “Construction Quality Assurance Report for Closure of Inactive NABORS Landfill”
regarding closure of the Landfill. That report is found at Doc. #79243 in the data records of
Permit No. 0249-S1-R2. DEQ has, for all intents and purposes, considered and treated the
Landfill as officially closed, although a Certificate of Closure has never been issued by DEQ.

The Landfill is located in an area of the State of Arkansas underlaid by karst geology,
which is well-known to allow liquids containing contaminants to easily migrate through the karst
to aquifers that may be sources of drinking water and surface waters, including streams and
lakes. The north-central area of Arkansas in which the Landfill is located has two major lakes
(Bull Shoals and Norfork) in close proximity to the Landfill, and which are very popular tourist
and recreational destinations. The tailwaters of the dams forming those lakes are nationally-
known trout streams (the White and North Fork Rivers) that attract sportsmen from across the
country.

Obviously. it would be an environmental and economic disaster for this area should those
lakes and rivers become contaminated. There is a real potential for that contamination to occur,



as samples of the large quantities of leachate collected from the Landfill contains high levels of
numerous toxic chemicals.

There is interest on the part of a commercial waste disposal company to reopen a portion
of the landfill for future waste disposal. The District believes that renewed operation of the
Landfill would not be in the best interest of the citizens and environment of north Arkansas, nor
would it be consistent with the actions taken by DEQ in the past ten years regarding closure and
post-closure maintenance of the Landfill.

We hereby formally request that DEQ make official the de facto closed status that it has
given the Landfill since 2012. Although Commission Regulation 22.1301(1) and (m) were drawn
in anticipation of the traditional “owner or operator” conducting the closing activities and
submitting a certification of closure to the Director, DEQ acted in place of the owner/operator in
performing the closure of the NABORS Landfill, and its contractor (SCS Engineers) verified that
closure was completed. Thus, DEQ should issue a Division Certificate of Closure in accordance
with Reg. 22.1301(m). Doing so would provide additional protection against the future active
use of the Landfill, which would complicate and potentially exacerbate the environmental impact
of the Landfill.

If you have any questions concerning this request, please contact the undersigned.

Sincepely,

Hilltey A
Mayor — City of Mountain Home
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M. Caleb Osborne, Director

Division ¢t Environmental Quality
Department of Energy and Environment
5301 Northshore Drive

North Little Rock, AR 72118
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