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1. On August 28, 2015, the Arkansas Pollution Control and Ecology Commission
(the Commission) entered Minute Order No. 15-18 granting the Cities’ Petition to Initiate
Rulemaking to Amend Regulation No. 2 to amend the minerals water quality criteria for a
portion of Crooked Creek. The Order established the schedule for proceeding with the
rulemaking, including public comment and public hearing, and in addition to public comments
on the amendment to Regulation No. 2 sought by the Cities, the Commission requested public
comment on two independent questions.

2. Of the ten comments submitted during the public comment period, six offered no
comments at all on the criteria changes requested by the Cities, while all ten commenters
addressed the two independent questions posed by the Commission with two urging that the
Commission’s independent questions be considered in a separate process due to the statewide
application of the questions.

3. The Cities are ready to proceed with legislative review and final Commission
action on the water quality criteria changes requested in their Third Party Rulemaking and have
requested the Commission’s permission to proceed with the Third Party Rulemaking
independent of whatever actions the Commission may choose to take with respect to the two
independent questions.

4. Upon consideration of the circumstances presented, the Commission agrees that
the Cities may proceed with their Third Party Rulemaking independent of the Commission’s two
questions.

The Commission grants the Cities’ request to proceed and finalize the Third Party
Rulemaking independent of the two questions raised by the Commission.
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