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Listening Session Goals 

•Gather input regarding the 2016 
Assessment Methodology; 

•Which will be shared with a  
Stakeholder Workgroup; and  

•Considered for modification of the 
Assessment Methodology for the  
2018 303(d) assessment cycle. 



What is the  
Assessment Methodology? 

•Every two years ADEQ must  
assess the waters of the State  
to determine if they are:  

• supporting designated uses 

• attaining water quality criteria  

•The Assessment Methodology  
contains procedures for  
this assessment 
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What is the  
Assessment Methodology? 

•Prepared by ADEQ staff 

•Must be consistent with Reg. 2  

•Must be scientifically based 

•Assessment outcomes 
determine: 

• Attainment 
• Non-Attainment 
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Assessment Example: pH 

•pH Standard in Reg. 2.504 

• pH between 6.0 and 9.0 standard units are 
the applicable standards for streams.  

•Assessment Methodology  

•  Stream ...segments will be listed as non-
support ... when a variance from the pH 
standard ... (occurs) in more than 10% of 
the total samples within the period of 
record. 



Assessment Example: pH 

• Example Data Set • The pH water quality 
criterion is 6.0-9.0.  

• 3 of the 10 (greater 
than 10%) samples are 
outside the criterion. 

• If these were the only 
qualifying data available 
for this waterbody, it 
would be listed on the 
303(d) List of Impaired 
Waterbodies. 

Date pH Result 

2/12/2014 6.3 

4/15/2014 5.7 

6/18/2014 6.0 

8/11/2014 6.2 

10/14/2014 5.5 

12/16/2014 5.4 

2/10/2015 6.7 

4/8/2015 6.3 

6/13/2015 6.4 

8/14/2016 6.0 



Timeline for Revision 
• Public Listening Session   Oct 11, 2016 

• Input Period Closes   Oct 31, 2016 

• Provide Summary of Input Nov 2016 
 

• Stakeholder Workgroup  Dec-Jan 2017 

• Provide Summary of Input Feb 2017 
 

• Public Notice    March 2017 

• Response to Comments  April 2017 

• Finalize Methodology  May 2017 

 



Stakeholder Workgroup Goals 

•Review and discuss input from:  

 

 

 

•Provide ADEQ with recommendations  
for revising the 2018  
Assessment Methodology 
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Stakeholder Members 

•Local, State, and Federal  
Government entities 

• Industrial, Municipal,  
and Utility entities 

•Conservation and  
Environmental entities 

 

 



Get Involved 

Website devoted to the 2018 
Assessment Methodology review 

• Sign up for listserv  

• Keep up to date with review timeline 

• Find press releases 

• Review 2016 Assessment Methodology 

• Submit input 

• Access relevant documents 



https://www.adeq.state.ar.us/water/ 
planning/integrated/assessment/ 

Drop Down Menu 



Questions about the review process? 
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