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Kum & Go, an Iowa-based convenience store chain and retail
fuel provider, has opened its
first compressed natural gas
(CNG) station. Located at an
existing Kum & Go spot at 1220
E. Robinson Avenue in Springdale, Arkansas, the facility now
features two newly installed
CNG dispensers. Kum & Go
was tapped last year to receive

state incentives for the project,
and the company claims the
installation represents the first
public-access CNG station in
northwest Arkansas.
Although the alternative fuel is
already flowing at the site, Kum
& Go will host a ceremony to
mark the official grand opening
of the CNG station on June 4th.

“Kum & Go has a proud tradition of being an industry leader
in sustainable practices,” says
Kyle Krause, CEO of Kum &
Go. “By providing CNG to our
northwest Arkansas communities, we are not only filling a
need for customers, we’re also
staying true to our commitment
to operating our business with a
focus on being environmentally
friendly.

Kum & Go location at 1220 E. Robinson Avenue in Springdale, Arkansas
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Despite current low prices for
oil, natural gas will continue to
provide a cost advantage for
major energy consumers like
heavy-duty truck fleets, according to T. Boone Pickens, chairman and CEO of BP Capital and
a major proponent of and investor in domestic natural gas since
1988.
“If natural gas prices were to
double from current levels, it
would only raise the price to
end users $0.37 per diesel gallon equivalent (DGE),” he said
during the opening session of
the 2015 ACT Expo and Conference. “Oil prices have
dropped 50% from $100/barrel

to $50/barrel, but since 1980
I’ve seen six of these (50%)
collapse of oil prices and I
promise you it’ll be back up
around $70 by the end of the
year and back up to $90 by the
end of next year,” Pickens said.
Oil demand is now up and supply has dropped as producers
have stepped back due to low
prices, which “will bring (oil)
prices up pretty quickly,” he
said.
While Pickens see natural gas
prices increasing from current
low levels, he believes when
that happens oil will rise to
$150/barrel, maintaining the
natural gas advantage “for a long

time.”
Looking out five to 10 years,
“things get a bit fuzzier,” Pickens
said, “but I think we’re looking
at $100 plus (per barrel) forever
after.”

Courtesy of TruStar Energy CNG
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You have received this e-mail
because you visited the
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Coalition website or
expressed an interest in
receiving information about
clean transportation options in
Arkansas. Please forward the
newsletter to others who may
be interested.
If you have clean
transportation news or tips for
posting in the newsletter,
please send it to
energyinfo@arkansasedc.com.
If you want to remove yourself
from this mailing list, please
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energyinfo@arkansasedc.com
with the following command in
the body of your e-mail
message: : unsubscribe
Arkansas Clean Cities
Coalition.
If you ever need to contact the
owner of the list, if you have
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itself, send an e-mail to
energyinfo@arkansasedc.com.

Clean Cities Technical Response Service Question of the Month
Question of the Month: How can I improve my gas mileage while driving this summer?
Answer: Whether you are taking a summer road trip or just running errands around town, there are
things you can do to improve your fuel economy and save money on fuel in the summertime.
You may notice an increase in your fuel economy as the weather gets warmer. This is because vehicle
engines, transmissions and other components take less time to warm up and summer gasoline blends
can have slightly more energy per gallon than winter blends. However, if you use your air conditioning
(AC) a lot or drive with the windows down, you might actually see your fuel economy drop.
AC is the main contributor to reduced fuel economy in the summertime. In fact, using the AC can reduce
a conventional vehicle’s fuel economy by as much as 25%, or even more if you are driving a plug-in electric vehicle (PEV). Driving with the windows down can also reduce fuel economy due to greater aerodynamic drag (wind resistance) on the vehicle. Though this has a small effect on fuel economy, aerodynamic drag is more apparent when driving at the highway speeds typical for road trips.
The following tips can help you use the AC more efficiently and therefore improve fuel economy in the
summer:
 Read the owner’s manual for detailed information on how your vehicle’s AC system works and
how to use it efficiently.
 Park your vehicle in shady areas or use a sunshade to keep the interior from getting too hot.
 Do not use the AC more than needed. If you need to use the AC, avoid using the “max” setting
for extended periods.
 If you are driving at high speeds, use the AC instead of rolling down the windows. If the
vehicle is too hot, you may lower the car windows to expel hot air for the first few minutes. Once
the hot air has left the vehicle, switch to using the AC.
 Avoid excessive idling. Idling can use a quarter to half a gallon of fuel per hour, and more if the
AC is on. Do not idle the vehicle to cool it down before a trip; most AC systems actually cool the
vehicle faster while driving.
 PEV owners, pre-cool your vehicle with the AC while still plugged in. Since PEVs use battery
power to provide AC, it can drain the vehicle’s batteries and reduce the vehicle’s overall range. If
you need to use the AC to cool down your PEV, try to do so while the vehicle is still charging.
The following tips should be used year-round to improve fuel economy:
 Use cruise control while driving on highways to maintain a consistent speed and conserve fuel.
 Remove any unnecessary weight from the vehicle. Vehicles with heavier loads tend to have
reduced fuel economy. An additional 100 pounds in your vehicle can reduce fuel economy by
1%.
 Avoid transporting cargo on the rooftop of the vehicle. Traveling with cargo on the roof increases wind resistance and can significantly lower your fuel economy. Rear-mounted cargo has
a much smaller effect on fuel economy than rooftop cargo.
 Avoid aggressive driving. Aggressive driving (speeding, quick acceleration and heavy braking)
can reduce fuel economy by as much as 33% at highway speeds and 5% at city speeds. This
informational video shows real-world effects of aggressive driving on fuel economy: https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=4zWXwqqqHm0.
 Ensure your tires are properly inflated. Tires that are not inflated to the proper pressure can
reduce fuel economy by 0.3% for every one pound per square inch (PSI) drop in pressure in all of
the tires. Having your tires inflated to the proper pressure is also safer and can help tires last
longer.
 Pay attention to the speed limit. Not only is this a safe practice, but gas mileage tends to decrease when driving at speeds above 50 miles per hour.
For more information on how to improve your fuel economy, please refer to the following FuelEconomy.gov websites:

Fuel Economy in Hot Weather - http://www.fueleconomy.gov/feg/hotweather.shtml

Gas Mileage Tips - http://www.fueleconomy.gov/feg/drive.shtml

Keeping Your Vehicle in Shape - http://www.fueleconomy.gov/feg/maintain.jsp.
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